THE TWELFTH YEAR 



O VIRTUOUS x 4 
1/ YUPHI6HTHIRA, LIFE \ 
fc-HAS ITS UPS ANP POWNS. T 
K NEITHER IS IT FILLEP WITH 
JOV NOR WITH GRIEF. WHEN 
ONE IS BLESSEP WITH GOOP 
FORTUNE ONE MUST KNOW 
HOW TO BE HAPPV ANP WHEN 
i MISERy STRIKES ONE A 
^SHOULP BEAR IT WITH / 1 
A/X. FORTITUPE ■ 


THE PANDAVA5,0 MONARCH, 
THEN PROCEEPEP TO THE 
KAMVAKA FOREST WHERE 
THERE WAS AN ABUNPANCE 
OF GAME. 


"t HEy GHENT THE TWELFTH YEAR OF THEIR EXILE THERE IN ACTS 
OF CHARITY AW IN THE PERFORMANCE OF RELIGIOUS SACRIFICES. 


ONE PAY THE EASE VYASR CAME 70 THE KB MY A HR FOREST 
TO SEE THE PANPAVAS. HE SA/P TO YUPHISHTH/RA — 


K" 


Maha6ferafo-24 

THE TWELFTH YEAR 


G HOLY ONE j WHAT 
PIP THE SONS OF PAN OU 
90 AFTER THEY HAD 
FRE BP PURYOPHANA 
IN THE PWAITAVANA f 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



m NY WERE THE SAGES WHO V/BITEP THEM IN THE FOREST. DRAUPAD! FEP 
ALL OF THEM FROM THE COPPER THALI THAT SURVA HAP GRANTED THE 
PANPAVA8.BUT SHE MADE fURE SHE WAS THE LAST ONE TO EAT.** 


/ O HOLY ONE, 

WHAT BRINGS MORE 
MERIT-THE BESTOWAL 
OF GIFTS OR THE 
OBSERVANCE OF 
^ ASCETICISM? > 


f IT IS PIFFICULT 

TO PART WITH HARP- 
EARNED WEALTH. SO GIVE 
AWAY GIFTS TO THE 
L. NEEPV. J 


' O CHILD, > 
THERE IS NOTHING 
MORE PIFFICULT 
THAN THE 
PRACTICE OF 
v CHARITY. 


*55 


THUS THE PANPAVAS 
SPENT THEIR PAVS 
DISTRIBUTING CHARITV 
AND PERFORMING 
AUSTERITIES. 


V>..v» 


* * THE FOOD FROM THIS THflLI WAS INEXHAUSTIBLE AT EACH MEAL TILL PRAUPADI HAP EATEN. 
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THE TWELFTH YEAR 






TJk the great kino 

' YUDHISHTHIRA IS NOW 
LIVING IN THE FOREST. 

O SAGE, GO WITH YOUR 
PISCIPLES ANP SEEK HIS 
HOSPITALITY. BUT SO 
AFTER PRAUPAPI HAS 
v FINISHEP HER MEAL. / 


f PURVASA,THE ILL 
temperep SAGE, WILL 
SOON BE HERE . I COULO 
TURN HIM ASA INST 
■, THE PANPAVAS. S& 


“ BUT THE PANDAVAS BEING HAPPY 
IN EXILE,FURTHER FILLED PURYO- 
PHANA WITH IW y. 


AS EXPECTED,PURVASA CAME ONE PAY WITH HUNDREDS 
OF HIS FOLLOWERS TO HRS TINA PURR . i- 


L -» \ i J - CL n a riff ifi 


Linn 


et PURYOPhANA RECEIVED H/M COURTEOUS¬ 
LY AND LOOKED AFTER HIS EVERY NEED. 


GIVE ME SOME 
FOOP QUICKLY, 


□ 


" PURYOPHANA FED THE SAGE AND HIS FOLLOWERS- 
PLEASED WITH HIS LAVISH HOSPITALITY, DURVASA 
SAID — 


K- 


PURYOPHANA said — 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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THE TWELFTH YEAR 



THEN HE SHIP TO SAHADEVA 


' NOW HURRY 
DOWN TO THE 
RIVER RHP INVITE 
THE SASES FOR 
V UJNLH. 


O KRISHNA ,THE 
THALI REMAINS FULL 
UNTIL I HAVE EATEN- 
BUT I HAVE ALREADY 
EATEN SO THERE IS 
NO FOOD LEFT • , 


y MAY ALLTj 
^THE SOULS 
IN THE 
UNIVERSE BE 
SATIATED 
> WITH THIS./ 


PUTTING T HAT SMALL BIT IN HIS 
MOU7H,KRISHNA SAID — 


THIS IS NO TIME FOR JEST, 
PRAUPAPJ.IAM TIRED ANP 
HUNGRY. OUICKLV FETCH 
THE VESSEL AND SHOW y 

'Y _ IT TO ME- ^ 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 






H AT THE HERMITAGE KRISHNA EXPLAINED TO THE PANDAVAS 
WHO WERE AWAITING PURVHSA AND THE OTHER R/SHIS - 


f/ O PANDA VAS, KNOWING V| 

VOU TO SB IN DANGER FROM \ 
PUR VASA’S WRATH, DRAUPADl ' 
IMPLOREP ME TO COME HERE. 
BUT VOU NEEP HAVE NO FEAR. 
AFRAID OF VOUR ASCETIC POWERS; 
PUR VASA HAS RUN A WAV WITH a 
k HIS RETINUE . I WILL NOW / 
X take VOUR LEAVE. 
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THE TWELFTH YEAR 



O FAIR MAIPENj WE WERE 
PASSING BY, WHEN JAVA - 
PRATHA, KING OF SINDHU 
SAW YOU. HE WISHES TO 
\ KNOW WHO you ARE. ✓ 


I AM PRAUPADI,THE WIFE 
OF THE VALIANT PANPAVAS- 
MV HUS0ANPS HAVE GONE 
HUNTING. BUT THEY WILL 
BE PLEASEP TO ENTERTAIN 
v SOUR KING AS THEIR 
'Ns. GUEST. s? 


THE PANPAVAS CONTINUES 
TO LIVE IN THE FOREST. ONE 
PAY THE BROTHERS WENT 
A-HUN TING , LEAVING 
PRAUPAPI ALONE AT THE 
HERMITAGE ■ MEANWHILE, 
KING cJAVAPRATHA CAME 
TO THE FOREST. 


“SEEING, PRAUPAPt IN THE HE PM I TAG E t JA WPRffTHA 
WAS SMITTEN &W HER BEAUTY. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




/ YOU SHOULP BE > 

PROTECTING ME AS WOULP 
A BROTHER-you ARE 
BORN IN A FAMILY OF 
VIRTUOUS MEN BUT YOU 
. PO NOT OBSERVE A 

PM ARM A. 


PO NOT SPEAK ANOTHER 
WORP. ARE YOU NOT 
ASHAMEP TO SPEAK 
. THUS ? > 


f OKING,ACCEPT THIS 
WATER TO WASH YOUR 
FEET. MY HUSBANPS j 
WILL BE BACK SOON J' 
_WITH GAME. 




"PRftupBDt received uftVftDRftTHR with 

THE COURTESY DUE TO ft KINO - 


BEAUTIFUL MAIPEN, 
COME WITH ME ANP 
BE MY QUEEN- 


LEAVE YOUR HUSBANPS. A 
WOMAN SHOULP FOLLOW 
HER LORP IN PROSPERITY 
ANP LEAVE HIM IN APVER- 
S1TV. NOW THAT YOUR 
HUSBANPS HAVE 
LOST THEIR KING — 
POM,COME WITH 
ME. 


"PRftUPRP! STUD, HER FftCE CONTORTED IN ftNGER — 


&*•*»/?* ■At'-'Ts, 
* 


BH WHAT yOU 
TOLD ME WU HAVE 
INCURRED THE WRATH 
OF THE FIERY PANDAVA5, 

which is m&oopna 

TO 
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THE TWELFTH YEAR 




\*‘Sfi<SE DHftUMVA RUSHED IN ftNP SAID 


O ilAYAPRATHA, OBSERVE 
/ THE KSHATRIYA COPE. YOU 
CANNOT CARRY HER AWAY 
WITHOUT HAVING VANQUISHED 
THE PANPAVAS-YOU WILL 
SURELY REAP THE PAINFUL 
V. FRUITS OF THIS PESPI- 
(V CABLE ACT. 


<{ DISREGARDING THE WORDS OF DHft U MV ft, 
UftVAPRATHA DROVE ftWAV WITH DRAUPAD! 



IN HIS CHARIOT. 



BUT,O MONARCH, PHAUMVA 
GOT IN THE Ml PST OF 
dAYADRATHA'S INFANTRY 
ANP BEGAN TO FOLLOW 
THE PRINCESS WHO WAS 
BEING CARRIEP AWAY, 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 


“THE PANPAVASyIN THE MEANWHILE , 
WERE ON THEIR WAV BACK FROM 
THE HUNT. 
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THE TWELFTH YEAR 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





A GREAT MANY WARRIORS 
HAVE SEEN KILLED, SO 
LET US RETURN HOME. 
(SHALL TACKLE J 

v JflyAPRATRA LATER. .A 


BUT, BHEEMA, 

FOR THE SAKE OF OUR 

COUSIN puhshal a, do 
NOT SLAy dAVADRATHA 
WICKEP THOUGH HE IS. 




“ BUT AN INDIGNANT DR ft UPAD I SAID — 


IF you CARE FOR ME, VOU 
MUST SLAy THAT DESPI¬ 
CABLE WRETCH - HE WHO 
CARRIES AWAV yOUR 
WIFE SHOULD NOT 
BE FORGIVEN. 


THUS ADMONISHED By PRAUPADI, 
BHEEMA AND ARUUNA WENT IN SEARCH 
OF dAYAPRATHA, WHILE THE OTHERS 
RETURNED TO THE HERMITAGE. 


no 


"BHEEMA AND ARpUNA SET OUT IN PURSUIT 
OF THEIR ENEMY, WHO ROPE ON UNAWARES. 


# JAYAPRATHA WAS THE HUSBAND OF PUHSHALA,PURVOPHANA'S SISTER. 
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THE TWELFTH YEAR 





“ T HEN BHEEMA AND ARdUHA SECURED 
JAVADRATHA IN CHAINS ANP FLUNG HIM 


"... AHP PROVE BACK TO THE HERMITAGE. 


“ THEN BHEEMA SHAVED dAVAPRATHA S HEAD. 


IF YOU WISH TO LIVE VOU 
MUST DECLARE IN PUBLIC 
THAT 'LOU ARE A 6LAVE 
TO THE PANPAVAS- THEN 
ALONE WILL I SPARE 
V VOUR LIFE. v/ 


sy f ' 


“BHEEMA SEIZED HIM BV HIS HAIR AND 
KNOCKED HIM TO THE GROUND. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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THE TWELFTH YEAR 



“ft DISAPPOINTED JAVADRATHA THEN RETURNED 
HOME. I-------a 


HOWEVER, YOU ^ 

WILL BE ABLE TO 
CHECK THE ADVANCE 
OF THE FOUR PANPAVAS 
ONCE IN BATTLE.BUT 
YOU WILL NEVER BE 
ABLE TO CHECK / 

ARdUNA, WHO 16 AN / 
INCARNATION OF / 
NARA. / 


“ THE PANDAVAS LIVED THERE 
OBSERVING RIGOROUS VOWS... 


...AND EATING FRUGAL MEALS OF FRUITS AND 
ROOTS. I-^T-— s X- VV-. '=5T- 


WHAT PIP THE 

panpavas po,o sage, 

AFTER THEY HAP 
RESCUED DRAUPADI? 

jgggH 

O MONARCH,GREATLY PIS- 
TRESSEP AT PRAUPAPI’S 
ABPUCTION, THE PANPAVAS 
LEFT THE KAMVAKA FOREST 



AND PROCEEDED TOWARDS 
DWAITAVANA. 

[~\\ 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 


ONE m WHILE 1HE Pfth/DAVAS WERE PINE LLI NO IN THE FOREST, A BRfiHMANA 
APPROACHED WDH/SHTH/RA FOR HELP. ^ W ^ —~M 



* THE SHAM STICKS WHEN RUBBED AGAINST EACH OTHER SET OFF SPARKS> WHICH 
LJSHT THE SACRIFICEL FIRES, 742 



































































THE TWELFTH YEAR 



VapHl&hTHlRa WAS P/STRBSSBP ON HEARING 
this account, mb anp h/s brothers set out 

fN PURSUIT OF THE PEER, BUT TO NO AVAIL. 




r ANP WE 5 HOULP NEVER HAVE 
TOLERATED THE HARSH WORDS 
SPOKEN BY KARNA. 

THAT HAS PUT US 
in this plight: 3 


WE SHOULD NEVER ~ 
HAVE SPARED THE LIVES 
OF THE KAURAVAS-THAT 
tS THE REASON WHY WE 
^ ARE IN THIS PREDICAMENT. 




nr 




“FINALLY THE PANDAVA& SAT POWN IN 
DESPAIR AND NAKULA SAIP — [ 

O KINS, WE HAVE ALWAVS 
FOLLOWEP THE PATH OF PHARMA. 

WE HAVE NEVER REFUSED HELP 
TO THE NEEDy, VET WHV ARE 
,WE CAUGHT IN THIS PILEm/WA? 

$ &. . ■" 


743 

























































AMARCHITRA KATHA 



^ &OOP.COMB 
QOWH, AND THEN 
FETCH US BOMB WATER 
IN THESE %U\VBRS. 


YOUR BROTHERS ^ 
Y ARE TJRED ANP THIRSTV- 
NAKULA , CLIMB UP THIS 
TREE, LOOK AROUND ANP 
SEE IF THERE ISA LAKE OR 
A STREAM NEARBY- 


ALL RIGHT 


HUDHt&HTHiRG SftlD — 


" WHEN NBKULfi GOT UP THE TREE — 


I SEE OVER THERE TREES THAT 
GROW ONLY BY THE WATER SIDE. 


S***; J J ALSO HEAR THE CRIES OF 

■wTS l- *: pa_ r/i thCdk im/iix-r 


CRANES- SO THERE MUST 
SURELY BE WATER AROUNP. 
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THE TWELFTH YEAR 




W THE MEANWHILE 


/ O SAHAPEVA,NAKULA ^ 
HAS TAKEN T OO LONG TO 
RETURN. <30, BRINS 

him back.po not 

. FORGET THE WATER! 


WAIT! THIS LAKE v 

BELONGS TO ME. FIRST ANSWERi 
MY QUESTIONS AND THEN 
YOU MAY PRINK THE WATER < 
\ ANP TAKE AWAY AS MUCH^ 
£_ AS YOU REQUIRE. /'''V 


"AT THE LAKE AS HE BENT OVER TO QUENCH HIS THIRST 


*r 


“DISREGARDING THE VOICE, NAKULA DRANK THE WATER. NO SOONER HAD HE PONE THAT THAN 
HE FELL UNCONSCIOUS. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



NAKULA ! NAKULAJ 
WHAT IS THE MATTER? 
HE MUST HAVE PIED OF 
THJR&T. I HAD BETTER 
QUENCH MV THIRST BEFORE 
I MEET THE SAME FATE. 


095 SAHADEVA BENT OVER 


J PO NOT PRINK THE i 

WATER WITHOUT FIRST ' 
ANSWERING MV QUESTIONS. 
AFTER THAT VOU MAV TAKE 
. AS MUCH AS WOU WANT. 6 


AND HE TOO FELL UNCONSCIOUS 


“BUTSAHAPEVA PRANK THE 
WATER'" y 


746 











































































THE TWELFTH YEAR 



'SO WHEN BftdUNB CBME TO THE LB HE NEXT 


' N AKULA ! SAHA DEVA ! 

WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO 
BOTH OF YOU ? WHO IS THE 
CAUSE OF YOUR PERTH ? 

I WILL NOT SPARE HIM! 


TJJ v>yw^ S ;A-w r 





f I CANNOT S - Tjl H 
*SEE ANYONE ^/^SsSf 
.ABOUT. BUT LET 
WE PRINK SOME 
r WATER ANP THEN I WILL 
L LOOK FOR OUR ENEMY. 



J ARilUNA ! '*-j 

ANSWER. MY QUESTIONS 
BEFORE PRINKING.OR 
I WILL PREVENT YOU k 
FROM PRINKING ANY^fl 
- 7 . WATER- J 


,1 yVi 


“he CUPPED HIS HBNDS BHD WOK SOME WffTBR IN IT, 
WHEN— f----r-- ^ - 




r COME FORWARP ANP 
SPEAK. MY ARROWS WILL 
TEAR YOU TO PIECES 
ANP THEN YOU WILL J 
NOT BE ABLE TO /"M 
►. SPEAK THUS. ./ ■ 


“PlFUUNB RRtNED ARROWS FREELY IN THE DIRECTION 
FROM WHICH THE VOICE WBS HEBRD. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 



J 0V HOUR 

p INDISCRIMIWATE 1 

t SHOOTING OF THE 
ARROWS creatures 
ARB LJKELV TO BE HURT 
JUST ANSWER MV 
QUESTIONS AND THEN 
PRINK THE WATER. IF > 
NOT, you TOO Ji 

WILL PIE * 




“BUT ARdUNA WAS TIRED AND THIRSTY* PECIDIN& TO TAKE ACTION LATER, HE TOO SENT 
ODER TO DRINK FROM THE LAKE, p———-- IT~~~ ■■ H —■ 


Jp WHAT IS WRONG > 
^WJTH OUR BROTHERS^ 

bheema,go anp bring 

THEM BACK ALONG 
V WITH THE WATER- . 


Lv\/ 


“AND HE TOO PAID THE SAME PRICE 


" BACK IN THE FOREST, YUDHISNTHIRA WAS SETTING 
ANXIOUS . II ■■ Mill - , M 


mm 

t ’ 

l 

A A, 
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THE TWELFTH YEAR 



‘SOON HUDHISHTHIRf) TOO SET OUT LOOKING FOR HIS BROTHERS 


W WHAT COU LP BE 
THE REASON FOR THEIR 
PELAY ? HAVE THEY FALLEN 
PREY TO SOME WILD 
BEAST?OR HAVE THEY 
BEEN UNABLE TO FIND 
'"m THE WATER? J ~1 


BUT WHEN HE RERCHEP THERE 


SUPPENLH 


' MY BROTHERS! 
WHAT IS WRONG 
WITH THEM? ARE 
«. THEY DEAD? 


AH«THAT MUST 
BE THE LAKE. I CAN 
SEE THE WATER 
GLISTENING. . 


THIS MUST BE 
THE ACT OF SOME 
VAKSHAS.TODAY 
I WILL HAVE TO 
FIGHT THEM. LET 
ME FIRST DRINK 
' SOME WATER. 


" WHEN BHEEMR RERCHED THE LRKE — 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



( THERE IS DEFINITE LV 
NO POISON IN THE WATER AS 
THE FACES OF MV BROTHERS ARE 
NOT CONTORTED IN PAIN, BUT ARE 
AS SERENE AS EVER. LET ME 
SJP SOME WATER MVSELF AND 
|»v_TH£N I WILL FIND OUT. f 


ON THE GROUND, VUPH/SH THIRD LAMENTED 


HOW CAN VOU ALL 
PROP PEAP HERE WITHOUT 
ACCOMPLISHING DEEDS 
BEFITTING HOUR A 
vfc. VALOUR P 


COULD IT BE 1| 

THAT THE EVIL- 
MINDED DURVODHANA 
HAS DEVISED THIS 
WICKED SCHEME ? 
l ORSHAKUNI? 


~ BUT WHO COUIO HAVE 
SLAIN MV BROTHERS? THE RE 
IS NO INDICATION OF A 
SKIRMISH OR ANV 
SIGN THAT 

WEAPONS HAVE \\ ^ 

BEEN USED. 

v_ ^ 


"BEHOLDING Ht& BROTHERS LHING DEED 
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THE TWELFTH YEAR 



pflM A CRANE.THIS 
LAKE BELONGS TO ME. ^ 
1 HAVE CAUSEP THE PEATH 
OF YOUR BROTHERS ANP 
IF YOU PO NOT ANSWER 
MV QUERIES VOU WILL ( 
. MEET THE SAME FATE.JB 


/ I AM A VAKSHA, NOT 
A BIRP. IT IS BY MV POWER 
THAT YOUR BROTHERS LIE 
HERE DEAD. IF YOU 
I ANSWER MV QUESTIONS 
1 YOU MAV PRINK FROM 
7. MV LAKE. jff/. 


"AS VODHISHTHIRR DESCENDED TO THE LAKE,HE HEARD A VOICE— 


THE VOICE SAID — 


/ WHO ARE VOU ? A ' 

RUPRA,A VASU OR A MARUT? 
A MERE BIRP COULP NOT 
HAVE KILLEP THESE MIGHTY 
WARRIORS. VOU ARE INPEEP 
POWERFUL, FOR VOU HAVE 
KILLEP THOSE WHOM 
NEITHER GOPS NOR 
GANPHARVAS, NOR ASURAS, 
NOR RAKSHASAS COULD I 
v SLAV. PRAy TELL ME A 
WHO VOU ARE. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



'OUST THEN THE VftKSHf) APPEARED IN HIS FEARFUL FORM 


/ O YAKSHA,I DO 
NOT COVET WHAT IS 
'HOURS. QUESTION ME 
AND 1 WILL TRy TO 
ANSWER TO THE BEST 
V OF My ABJLITV. . 


WHO IS THE FRIEND 
OF A TRAVELLER ? WHO 
IS, THE FRIEND OF ONE 
WHO IS ILL AND ONE 
v WHO IS DYING ? > 


THEN ANSWER 
THIS FIRST OUESTION 
WHAT IS HEAVIER 
THAN THE EARTH, 
HIGHER THAN THE 
HEAVENS, FASTER 
THAN THE WIND 
ANP MORE NUMER¬ 
OUS THAN STRAWS?; 


THE FRIEND OF THE 
TRAVELLER IS HIS 
COMPANION. THE 
PHYSICIAN IS THE 
FRIEND OF ONE WHO 

is sick and a dvins 
man’s friend is 

v CHARITY. 


Lr ONE’S MOTHER 

7 IS HEAVIER THAN THE 
EARTH;ONE’S FATHER, 
HIGHER THAN THE MOUN¬ 
TAINS-THE MIND IS 
FASTER THAN THE 
\ WIND AND OUR 
WORRIES ARE 
Mp-s MORE NUMEROUS 
'H A THAN STRAWS. 
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THE TWELFTH YEAR 



WHAT IS THAT ^ 
WHICH, WHEN 
RENOUNCED, 

MAKES ONE LOVABLE? 
WHAT IS THAT WHICH 
IF RENOUNCED MAKES 
ONE HAPPY and r 
WEALTHY ? 


V PRIDE,IF RENOUNCED N 
MAKES ONE LOVABLE; BY 
RENOUNCING DESIRE ONE 
BECOMES WEALTHY; AND TO 
RENOUNCE AVARICE IS TO 
OBTAIN HAPPINESS. . 


[y who is 

TRULY HAPPY? 
WHAT IS THE 
GREATEST . 
■>. WONDER? A 


IT WHAT ENEMY 
r IS INVINCIBLE? WHAT ' 
CONSTITUTES AN 
INCURABLE DISEASE? 
WHAT SORT OF MAN IS 
V NOBLE AND WHAT 
V SORT IGNOBLE?^ 


HE WHO HAS 
NO DEBTS IS 
f TRULY HA°PV. DAV 
AFTER DAY COUNT¬ 
LESS PEOPLE DIE. 
YET THE LIVING 
WI5H TO LIVE FOR 
EVER. O LORD, WHAT 
CAN BE A GREATER 
WONDER l 


y ANGER IS THE ^ 
( INVINCIBLE ENEMY- 
COVETOUSNESS CON¬ 
STITUTES A DISEASE 
THAT IS INCURABLE.HE 
IS NOBLE WHO DESIRES 
THE WELL-BEING OF ALL 
CREATURES, AND HE 
IS IGNOBLE WHO IS i 
Sv WITHOUT MERCV. JZ 












































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



IGNORANCE IS 
PRIDE. AND PRETENDING 
TO BE VIRTUOUS IS 

HYPOCRt&V- a 


WHAT IS 
PRIDE AND 
WHAT IS 
HYPOCRISY? 


S HE WHOSE SPEECH { 
" IS PLEASANT IS * 
LIKED BY ALL - HE WHO 
ACTS WITH JUDGEMENT 
OBTAINS WHAT HE 
SEEKS AND HE WHO IS 
. DEVOTED TO VIRTUE 3 
X GOES TO HEAVEN./ 


/ WHAT POES ^3 
ONE SAIN BY XJ 

PLEASANT SPEECH? 
WHAT DOES ONE SAIN 
BY ACTING WITH JUDGE 
WENT ? AND WHAT ^ 
POES HE GAIN 

WHO 13 M 
\ devoted to JM 

X. VIRTUE? JM 


YOU HAVE,0 CONQUEROR 
OF FOES,TRULY ANSWER¬ 
ED ALL MY QUESTIONS! 
TELL ME NOW, WHAT 
IS UNDERSTOOD BY 
IDLENESS? AND J 

V WHAT IS GRIEF? jL 


O LORD, IDLENESS 
IS NOT DOING ONE’S 
DUTIES AND 
IGNORANCE IS GRIEF. 
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THE TWELFTH YEAR 



I AM PLEASED WITH YOUR 
ANSWERS, SO I WILL GRANT 
BACK THE LIFE OF ONE OF 
HOUR BROTHERS, WHOM 
\ PO YOU CHOOSE? J 


^ RESTORE 
NAKULA TO LIFE 
MY LORD ! 


-f'V'V 


7HB SURPRISED WKSHfl BSKEP 


W WHY NAKULA PO KINS, 

* JT IS BELIEVED THAT 
BHEEMA IS PEAR TO YOU 
AND THAT YOU RELY 
f GREATLY ON ARJUNA'S 
F VALOUR,NAKULA IS YOUR 
'/) STEP-BROTHER. WHY 

THEN PO YOU WISH FOR 
'VlV HIS LIFE? ^ 


/y^ O YAKSHA,KINDNESS ANP 

equality are the foremost 

|J(^Y ASPECTS OF MY PHARMA *MY FATHER 
^1 HAP TWO WIVES, KUNTI AND MAORI. 

ME, KUNTI HAS A SON ALIVE, IN ALL 
FAIRNESS MAPR! SHOULD BE 
* \ SPARED A SON*SO, LORD, LET 

3 ^S^NftKULA LIVE AGAIN, 


FINBLLy — 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



T MB YAKSHA WAS VERY PLEASED 


YUPHISHTHIRA, 
ALL YOU R BROTHERS 
SHALL COMB TO LIFE 


",SOON THE FOUR PANPAVA3 WERE BACK ON THEIR FEET. AND 
m Wl YUPHISHTHIRA SAID — vn« \ f ■ Tf .1 


MV LORD, YOU CAN- 'S 
) NOT BE A YAKSHA- YOU 
SLEW MW BROTHERS WHO 
ARE CAPABLE OF FIGHTING 
A HUNDRED THOUSAND 
WARRIORS-ARE YOU A 
FRIEND OF OURS ? PLEASE 
^ REVEAL YOURSELF, <" 


"THE NEXT MOMENT THE YAKSHA VANISHED AND IN HIS PLACE 
STOOD YAMA, THE LORD OF DEATH. 


*t YUPHISHTHIRA WAS BORN TO KUNT1 BY THE GRACE OF YAMA . 


SEE MAHABHARATA no. 3 756 
















































THE TWELFTH YEAR 



r WE PROMISED A BRAHMANA 
THAT WE WOULD RETRIEVE 
HIS FIRE-STICKS THAT A DEER 
HAD CARRIED AWAY. PLEASE 
GRANT THAT WE MAY FIND 
K THEM- ^ 


WE HAVE SPENT 
TWELVE YEARS IN THE 
FOREST. LORD, PLEASE 
GRANT THAT IN THE 
THIRTEENTH YEAR OF OUR 
EXILE WE WILL NOT BE 
RECOGNISED BY ANYONE. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




u ON SAVING THIS VAMA WENT A WAV. 


THE PflNPflVflS RETURNEP TO THEIR 
HERMITAGE flNP GAVE BACK THE 
FIRE-STICKS TO THE BRAHMAN A . 
THEV SPENT THEIR LAST DAYS OF 
EXILE IN THE FOREST WITH MANY 



"thus ENDS THE TWENTY-FOURTH SESSION OF 
OUR RENDERING OF VAtSHAMPAVANN’S 
RECITAL OF WASH’S IMMORTAL ITIHASA, 
THE MAHABHARATA. 
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THE PANDAVAS AT VIRATA’S PALACE 




y ° aruuna, ^ 

SELECT A SPOT 
WHERD WE CAN SPEND 
THE THIRTEENTH ‘/EAR 
. OF OUR EXILE. A 


THERE ARE SEVERAL BEAUTIFUL 
SPOTS SURROUNDING THE 
KINGDOM OF THE KURUS- SOU 
COULD CHOOSE FROM AN4 
N. ONE OF THEM- > 


Mahabfiarafa-25 

THE PANDAVAS AT VIRATA'S PALACE 


0 HOL*/ ONE, HOW DIP NW 
FOREFATHERS, THE SONS 
OF PANDU, SPEND THEIR 
THIRTEENTH 4EAR OF 
EXILE? 


THE PANDAVAS RETURNED TO 
THE HERMITAGE AND RELATED 
TO THE BRAHMANAS WHAT HAD 
HAPPENED IN THE MEANWHILE. 


« 7 HE BROTHERS THEN DISCUSSED HOW THEH WOULD PUSS THEIR THIRTEENTH HERR WITHOUT 
RUNNING THE RISK qF BEING DISCOVERED 8V THE KRURRWS OR THEIR SUPPORTERS- 


Hyf^ 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



f LET US GO TO THE N 
KINGDOM OF THE AGED 
MATSVA KING, VIRATA- HE 
IS POWERFUL, VIRTUOUS, 
CHARITABLE AND WISHES 
v WELL OF US* /■ 


“ HUOHISHTHIRft REPLIED — 


rf/jT ARUUNA , IT IS 
7 TRUE THAT BECAUSE 
OF THE VAKSHA’S SOON 
OUR DISGUISE WILL 
NOT BE DISCOVERED. 
BUT WE MUST SELECT 
A SPOT WHERE WE 
COULD LIVE FREE FROM 
FEAR AND WITHOUT 
BEING EXPOSED. > 




V 
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THE PANDAVAS AT VIRATA’S PALACE 



AHP BHEEMfi Bf)!D 


I AM SKILLED IN \ 
THE CULINARY ART, SO I WtU-\ 
SO AS A COOK, BEARING 
THE NAME BALLAVA. 1 WILL 
COOK MOUTH-WATERING 
DISHES TO PLEASE THE KINS. 
AND, IP BIDDEN, I WILL / 
TAKE PART IN DUELS EOS' 

HIS AMUSEMENT. A 


THEN V UDHISH THIRR BSKBO 


Y AND,MIGHTS 
ARdUNA, WHAT 
OFFICE WILL BE 
TOURS ATTHE 
COURT OF 
X. VIRATA ? 


I WILL go IN \ 
THE GUISE OF ft EUNUCH*^ 
TO VIRATA’S KINGDOM. I i 
SHALL CALL MV SELF 
BRIHANNALA AND 
ENTERTAIN THE KING AND 
HIS COURTIERS- I COULD 
ALSO BE A DANCE 

TEACHER TO THE t ~ 

Sk WOMEN OF THE S~ 
; PALACE -A* \ 


UNDER THE 
NAME GRANTH1KA,! 
WILL LOOK AFTER 
KING VIRATA’S 
. HORSES- 


NAKULA;, 
TELL US 
TOUR PLANS 


-* ARdUNA HAD BEEN CURSED BV URVASHJ C MAHABHARATA—2-0 THAT HE WOULD HAVE TO LIVE BEREFT 


OF MANHOOD- 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 






f TURNING TO DRRUPBPi, 
HUPHIGHTHIRf) SfilO — 


T AND OUR 
BELOVED WIFE 
DRAUPADI, HOW 
AND WHERE WILL 
V BOU LIVE? 


AFTER THE R04AL HERD. 
I SHALL CALL MASELF 
TANTIPALA. / 


VfNRDEM SAID — 


SINCE I AM SKILLED ' 
AT MILKING AND TAMING 
COWS, I WILL LOOK 


ORBUPBD! REPLIED 


/ O FAIR MAIDEN, WU 
' HAVE SPOKEN WEIL 
CONDUCT YOURSELF 
THERE IN SUCH A . 
WA<v THAT OUR 
V ENEMIES NEVER 
RECOGNISE 
40U- 


m LORD, THERE IS 
A CLASS OF VIRTUOUS 
WOMEN CALLED SAIRANDHRIS 
I WILL DRESS AS A 
SAIRANDHRI AND SERVE 
KING VIRATA’S WIFE ? J 

SUDESHNA. N0B0D4 WILL^ 
RECOGNISE ME IN that^B 
GUISE. — JB 


Cf THEN UUDHISH7HIRB ShtD 


WE HAVE DECIDED WHAT COURSE^ 
OF ACTION WE WILL BE TAKING. 
LET THE SAGES AND PRIESTS 
REPAIR TO THE ABODE OF DRUPADA 
AND MAINTAIN THE AGNIHOTRA 
FIRES- AND LET DRAUPADPS 
MAID- SERVANTS GO TO THE 
PANCHALA KINGDOM- AND IF 
ASKED, ANSWER-WE DO NOT 
KNOW WHERE THE PANDAVAS A 
HAVE GONE, AFTER LEAVING A 
US AT DWRITAVANA- 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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THE PANDAVAS AT VIRATA’S PALACE 



ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE CtTR, HUDHISHTHIRH RDORESSEO ARdUNB 


P WHERE WILL WE 

E OUR WEAPONS? y5 
: ENTER WITH SO VJ 

NmHH WEAPONS IT WILL Vg 
SURELV CAUSE ALARM AMONG V 
THE CITIZENS- MOREOVER, THE ft 
GANDEEVA* IS KNOWN 0V ALL, A 
l AND SO PEOPLE WILL A~ 
TK SOOM RECOGNISE 

5 ®^ us... JHk 




' O HliDHISHTHIRA , \ 

THERE IS IN THAT DENSE 
FOREST ABOUNDING IN 
BEASTS AND SNAKES, A 
DESOLATE CREMATION 
GROUND. IN THAT GROUND 
N STANDS A MIGHTS 
%>^SHAMl TREE- - 


— WITH GIGANTIC BRANCHES. I 1 
WILL GO UP THE TREE AND CONCEAL 
OUR WEAPONS AMONG THE 
INACCESSIBLE BRANCHES Of THE 
TREE- LATER WE WILL GO AND LIVE 
IN THE CIT9 WITHOUT ANV 
ANXIETY! 


fiRdUNfi Sft/O — 


. AND IF 
WE ARE 

DISCOVERED, WE 
SHALL HAVE, 
ACCORDING TO 
OUE PROMISE, 

TO PASS ANOTHER 
TWELVE VEARS 
IN THE FOREST. 


><J?U 


'H* 


* arjuna*s bow 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


THEREAFTER THEPANDAVAS 
DIVESTED THEMSELVES OF 


I "NAKULA ASCENDED 7WE TREE AND SECURED THE 
I WEAPONS TO THE BRANCHES WHICH WERE STRONG ftHP 




« THE PANDAV8S THEN HUNG FROM THE TREE T) FOUL - SMELLING CARCASS TO DETER PEOPLE 
FROM APPROACHING THE TREE 
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THE PANDAVAS AT VIRATAS PALACE 





GRANT ME 
< PROTECTION- 


« SATISFIED WITH THEIR WORK, THE9 
TURNED TOWARDS THE KINGDOM OF 


a HUDH/SH TH/Rf) ’$ MIND WHS FULL OF PR FUSES OF 


(< HE AND HIS BROTHERS TOGETHER WITH 
DRBUPADi, DESIROUS OF OBTAINING A VISION 
OF THE GODDESS , INVOKED HER B9 RECITING 

VARIOUS HUM NS- V Q MOTHER? 

- w- - 






“PRAISED 89 THE SONS OF PANDU, THE GODDESS 
APPEARED BEFORE THEM- 

'O MIGHT* KIN© ; 

THROUGH MU GRACE 
UOU SHALL SLA* THE 
KAURAVAS AND 
VICTOR* SHALL BE 
40UR3. 


/K HOU SHALL RULE 
OVER THE EARTH ONCE 
MORE AND 004 AND HEALTH 
WILL BE VOURS. AND THROUGH 
m GRACE NEITHER THE KURU 
SPIES NOR THOSE THAT DWELL 
IN THE COUNTR* OE THE 
MAT64AS WILL SUCCEED IN 

recognising roli ail as 
long AS 40U RESIDE IN 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


AFTER THIS, THE PANDAVAS 
WENT IN DIFFERENT 
DIRECTIONS, EACH TO TAKE UP 
HIS NEW SERVICE FOR THE 
PERIOD OF ONE VEAR. 


"HUpH/SHTHIftft VJRftPPEP HIS DICE OF GOLD IN ft PIECE OF 
CLOTH FIND PROCEEDED TOWftRPS THE COURT OF V/RBTft- 
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THE PANDAVAS AT VIRATA’S PALACE 



V/RftTfi WHS V5RV PLEASED 


WT MR NAME IS 
* KANKA, AND I AM A ' 

BRAHMAN A BELONGING TO 
THE VAIYAGHRA FAMILY- I AM 
SKILLED IN CASTING DICE. 

V FORMERLY I WAS A FRIEND 
=^OF YUDHISHTHlRA’S- 


Wr YOU ARE WELCOME, T 
' SIR- BUT TELL ME, WHO 
ARE YOU ? FROM WHERE 
DO YOU COME? AND. TELL 
ME, IN WHAT SUBJECT OR 
OCCUPATION WU HAVE 
V GAINED PROFICIENCY. 


m lord, my first wish is 

THAT I MAY NOT BE INVOLVED 
IN ANY GAMBLING DISPUTES 
WITH LOW PEOPLE. FURTHER, 

I MAY BE PERMITTED TO KEEP 

any gains made by me in 

v THE COURSE OF S 

*^4*. GAMBLING- I 


r l WILL X 
GRANT YOU 
WHATEVER BOON 
YOU ASK. 


WT MY NAME IS X. 

* KANKA, AND I AM A ' 

BRAHMAN A BELONGING TO 
THE VAIYAGHRA FAMILY. I AM 
SKILLED IN CASTING DICE. 

V. FORMERLY I WAS A FRIEND 
OF YUDHISHTHIRA’S. 


V/RBTft THEN PROCLAIMED 


ALL THE ASSEMBLED 
SUBJECTS, LISTEN! FROM 
TODAY KANKA IS AS MUCH \ 
LORD OF THE REALM AS 
MYSELF. HE SHALL RIDE WITH 
ME AND HAVE ALL PLEASURES 
AT HIS DISPOSAL- HE SHALL 
LOOK AFTER THE AFFAIRS OF 
STATE AND ANYONE /Sfr / 
WHO DARES TO //\ 

[CAUSE HIM \jjwLffj 

displeasure shall■ yij/ 
BE PUNISHED- /fh\ I/ll l 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 



0 KINGj I m A COOK. ' 
I HAVE SERVED m THE 
KITCHEN OF YUDHISHTAIRA 
BUT \ AM ALSO A 
WRESTLER AND COULD 
PROVIDE YOU A 

V ENTERTAINMENT- 


YOU WILL BE 

pTHE SUPERINTENDENT OF 
THE ROYAL KITCHEN, THOUGH 
1 DO NOT FEEL THAT THE 
WORK IS WORTHS OF MOLL 
lYOU DESERVE TO RULE / 
THE EARTH. ^A([ 


/ 0 KIN&j MH NAME > 
IS BA L LBV A AND I AM 
A COOK BY PROFESSION 
I SEEK EMPLOYMENT 
, IN HOUR 
*Ov KITCHEN- > 


NEXT] BHEEMA, DISGUISED AS A 
COO K ? APPROACHED KING VIRATA- 
THE KINS WAS VERY IMPRESSED 
WITH SHEETS APPEARANCE- 






P , ^v. 


/ J DO NOT BEUEVE ^ 
THAT COOKING IS YOUR 
OFFICE-YOUR GRACE AND 
BEAUT9 SUGGEST THAT 
YOU ARE A MAN OF 
ROYAL UNEASE- y 
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THE PANDAVAS AT VIRATA’S PALACE 




BUT PEOPte turned RWHP 


' I AM ft ICING'S 
SAIRAWDHRI. I WISH 
TO SER^E ANYONE 
WHO WILL. 

O MAINTAIN ME. 


SHE IS 

TOO BEAUTIFUL 
TO BE A 
V MAID. 


HER SPEECH 
SUGGESTS 
SHE IS FROM 
A R04AL 
L FA MIL 1 /. 


r 0 BEAUTIFUL T 
ONE* WHO ARE 
40U? AND WHAT 
c DO HOU 


"SOON DRW PHD! PASSED THE PfUBCE OF KING VIRATA'S 
FAVOURITE QUEEN SUDESHHB. THE QUEEN WHS ON THE 
TERRACE WHEN SHE BEHELD f> FORLORN MAID ON THE 
STREETS- SHE ADDRESSED HER — n—, „ r 


y' I AM A 
SAIRANDHRI,0 QUEEN 
I WILL SERVE 
AN4BODU WHO WILL 
L MAINTAIN ME- j 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



y WHAT HOU SAH IS HARD 
v TO BELIEVE. HOUR ^ 

COUNTENANCE IS LIKE "THE 
FULL MOON, AND HOUR EVES 
RESEMBLE THE PETALS OF A 
LOTUS- IN FACT HOU , 

\ RESEMBLE THE 
y\ GODOESS LAKSHMI 

HERSELF. y. 


MAUNI, I WOULD EMPLOU HOU IF 
A CERTAIN DOUBT DID NOT TROUBLE 
ME. I FEAR THE KING MAR BE 
ATTRACTED BH HOUR BEAUTH AND 
LEAVE ME. WOULD IT BE WISE 
FOR ME TO BRING DESTRUCTION 
UPON MHSELF? 


TELL ME, O BEAUTIFUL 
DAMSEL, WHO ARE HOU? 
ARE HOU A VAKSHI, A 
GODDESS., A GANDHARVEE 
OR AN APSARA? 


~I 


“LATER /N THE QUEEN’S CHAMBER — 


Ji 


O QUEEN,I AM A MERE 
MAID- SERVANT AND AM 
CAPABLE OF LOOKING AFTER 
HOUR NEEDS.) HAVE 
SERVED PRINCESS 
DRAUPADI AND SHE 
HERSELF CALLED Stk 
ME MALINI*. /MM 


V NEITHER VIRATA NOR ANW OTHER X| 
MAN WILL BE ABLE TO TOUCH ME, 
SINCE 1 HAVE FIVE SOUTHFUL AND 
STRONG HUSBANDS. THEH ARE 
GANDHARVAS- ANHONE WHO COMES 
NEAR ME WILL BE DESTROHED 
BH M<V BELOVEO 6ANDHARVA 
k HUSBANDS. SO REST ASSURED, / 
o QUEEN. 


DRftUPBD! THEN ST AH ED IN QUEEN 
SUDESHNA’S PfiLACE AS HER MBlD- 


•* LITECALLH MEANS MAKER of GARLANDS. 772 

















































































































































THE PANDAVAS AT VIRATA’S PALACE 



m LORD, I AM CALLED BRIHANNALA 
I AM PROFICIENT IN THE APTS OF 
SINGING, DANCING AND PLAWING 
k MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS. 


THE KING SAID 


^ BRIHANNALA, ^ 
( I GRANT <VOU 
PERMISSION TO TEACH 
MM DAUGHTER AND 
k HER MATES TO 

DANCE. y 


/ I COULD 

''train 

PRINCESS 
UTTARAA INTHE 
ART OF 
\ DANCING. 


"NOW THAT HlS BROTHERS HAD FOUND EMPLOY¬ 
MENT IN VIRATA ‘S KINGDOM, ftRdUNPl APPROACHED 
7HE KING■ I 7S, —T - ’- 


"DRESSED AS A EUNUCH WEARING BANGLES, 
EAR-RINGS AND SPORTING CONG HAIR, ARUUNA 
ADDRESSED KING V/RATA- 1- 


O HOLM ONE, WHAT DID THE 
TWINS NAKUlA AND 
SAHADEVA DO IN THE MATSVA 
KINGDOM? AND WHAT ABOUT 
ARcJUNA? 


SAHADEVA, 0 MONARCH, WAS 
EMPLOYED BV KING VIRATA 
AS A COWHERD, WHILE 
NAKULA WAS PUT IN CHARGE 
OF THE ROMAL HORSES. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 


tr living IN DISGUISE> THE PANDMAS PERFORMED THE DUTIES ASSIGN ED TQ THEM. THUS 
HuQHiSrtTHi&a ENTERTAINED THE KING AND HIS COURTIERS WITH THE GAMS OF DICE ♦ 



* BHEEMfty WHEN HE WASN’T COOKING) PROVIDED EXCITEMENT TO SPECTATORS IN THE ARENA* 
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THE PANDAVAS AT VIRATA’S PALACE 



' ARJUNA 7RBI NED THE UOUNG MAIDENS TO ENTERTAIN THE KING WITH THEIR 
SINGING AND DANCING. - 


KING VIRATA WAS PLEASED TO SEE HtS HORSES SO WELL - TRAINED BNO 
REWORDED NAKULA WITH AMPLE GIFTS. I- 


"AND WHEN THE KING BEHELD AROUND 
SAHADEVA A HERD OF WELL- TRAINED 
BULLOCKS, HE BESTOWED UPON HIM WEALTH 
OF A DIVERSE KIND- 


“BUT DRAUPAD! WAS AFFLICTED WITH GREAT 
SORROW ON SEEING THE MIGHT? PANDAVAS 
REDUCED TO SUCH A LOW STATUS- 


775 
















































































































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




WHO IS THE N 
BEAUTIFUL MAIDEN 
1 SAW IN TOUR 
V CHAMBER? 


^TELL ME,a s 
FAIR. MAIDEN, WHO 
ARE 40U? WHERE 
HAVE TOU COME 
Is FROM ? ^ 


r SHE IS A 
SAIRANDHRI- SHE 
LOOKS AFTER 
HM NEEDS- 


DRAuPAD! REPLIED 


I AM A MERE MAID 

AND IT IS NOT PROPER. 
THAT A MAN OF TOUR 

HONOUR SHOULD SPEAK, 

TO ME THUS- 

V MOREOVER, 1 AM A 
--aX MARRIED LADV- . 


LET ME BE ■ 
TOUR SLAVE. I 1 
WILL FORSAKE 1 
ALL MV WIVES \ 
AND BE 

ATTACHED TO VOU 
ALONE. ALLOW 
ME TO BE OF 1 
SERVICE TOVOU. 


" THUS THE PANDAVAS PASSED TEN MONTHS IN DiSGWSB IN THE KINGDOM OF MATSN8. IT WAS ONE DAN 
THEREAFTER THAT KEECHAKA, THE COMMANDER OF VIRATA ’S FORCES, CHANCED TO BEHOLD 


"SMITTEN BN HER BEAUTN> KEECHAKA ONE DAN 
APPROACHED DRAUPAD! ■ TT II I 1 * * * V 1IW 


"HE APPROACHED HIS SISTER QUEEN 
SUDESHNA. - 
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THE PANDAVAS AT VIRATA’S PALACE 




LADV. ^\l 

7 OO NOT DISREGARD 
ME- I AM THE REAL LORD ■ 
OF THIS KINGDOM THERE 
IS NOT ANOTHER MAN y 

V ON earth to / 

-\ R IVAL ME- / 


ME- I AM THE REAL LORD 
OF THIS KINGDOM-THERE 
IS NOT ANOTHER MAN y 
V ON EARTH TO / 
-\ R IVAL ME- / 


IF VOU ACCEPT MV 
OFFER VOU CAN 
ENdOV THE BEST 
OF WORLDLV 


KBECHflKf) THEN WENT TO H/S SISTER AND SPOKE TO HER THUS — 

O SUDESHNA, I CANNOT 
LIVE WITHOUT VOUR 
SAIRANDHRI. PLEASE 
DEVISE A MEANS SO 


DEAR BROTHER,THE 
SAIRANDHRI IS UNDER 
MV PROTECTION AND IT 
DOES NOT BEHOVE ME TO 
BETRAV HER- AND IT WOULD 
BE FOR VOUR OWN GOOD TO 
LEAVE HER ALONE, OR 
ELSE HER MIGHT*/ 
GANDHARVA HUSBANDS 


"BUT THIS DID NOT DBM PEN KEECHAKH'S 
ARDOUR. 


BEWARE, I AM DEAR TO MV 
FIVE GANDHARVA HUSBANDS 
AND IF THEV ARE ENRAGED THEV 
WILL KILL VOU . THEN EVEN IFVOU 
CONCEAL VOURSELF INSIDE 
THE EARTH OR ESCAPE SOARING 
INTO THE SKV THERE WILL 
BE NO ESCAPE FROM THE 
RANGER OF THESE MlGHTV 
GANDHARVAS. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





J SO TO KEECHAKA’S 
CHAMBER AND GET 
ME SOME WINE- 
I AM VERU 
THIRSTS. 


f I SHALL SEND M*V 
SAIPANDHRI TO ‘-/Olid 
CHAMBER ON SOME 
PRETEXT. HOU CAN 
HUMOUR HER THERE, 
Vfree FROM 

| NTERR UPTION^ 


7 WELCOME, O N 
BEAUTIFUL 
SAIRANOHR1- COME, 
SIT B U ME AND DRINK 
V SOME WINE- 


“AFTER A COT OF PERSUASION, SUOESHNA 
F/UAILV SAVE 


•when KEECHAKA LEFT, SUDESHNR CALLED 
OR At/PAD!. 


m 


DRAUPAO! WAS FRIGHTENED— 


O QUEEN, DO NOT 
SEND ME ON AN4 
ERRAND TO KEECHAKA. 
HE IS SURE TO MOLEST 
ME- HOU HAVE MAN 4 / 
OTHER MAIDS- SEND 


THE HELPLESS DRAUPADI 
THEN PRAUED TO SURUA 
FOR PROTECTION AND SURVA 
COMMANDED A RAKSHASA 
TO PROTECT HER INVISIBLE, 
ALL THE TIME. 


"IN KEECHAKA S CHAMBER, DRAUPADI STOOD 

trembling before him- 


Y THE QUEEN 
HAS SENT ME 
TO HOU FOR 
SOME 
Iv WINE- 
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THE PANDAVAS AT VIRATA’S PALACE 




"TAKING HOLD OF DRAUPAD/'S HAND, 
KEECHAKA SAID - 


"FREEING HERSELF from HIM, DRAUPAD! 
EXCLAIMED - 


O SINNER* NEVER EVEN 
IN AW MIND HAVE I BEEN DISLOVAL 
TO MV HUSBANDS. VOU WILL 
REMAIN BOUNO BV THE TRUTH OF 
MV FAITHFULNESS ■ AND LISTEN, 



'SENSING HER ANGER, KEECHAKA TRIED TO GRAB HOLD OF DRAUPAD! ■ BUT TREMBLING 
WITH RAGE » SHE DASHED HIM TO THE GROUND AND FLED. - 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


THEREUPON, THE INVISIBLE RARSHASA APPOINTED <5V SURRA TO PROTECT DRAUPADh 

gave keechaka a mights blow■ keechaka fell down unconscious. _p 



BHEEMA WHO WAS PRESENT GNASHED 
HIS TEETH AND WAS RE AD 9 TO FLU AT 
THE THROAT OF REECHAKA. BUT 
HUDH/SHTH/RA, FEARING DISCOVERR, 
SIGNALLED TO BHEEMA TO CONTROL HIS 
ANGER. 


BUT DRAUPAD !, STILL TREMBLING UNDER THE AFFRONT 
TO HER WOMANHOOD, TURNED TO RING VIRATA AND 
SAID — 
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THE PANDAVAS AT VIRATA’S PALACE 



XflM I SHALL 
APPROACH 8HEEMRHE 
IS THE ONLR ONE WHO 
CAN DO WHAT I 
V DESIRE. / 


HERRING HER, KING VIRATA SAID 


Jr I PO NOT KNOW 
THE CAUSE OF THE 
DISPUTE. AND NOT 
KNOWING THE TRUE 
CAUSE,HOW CAN I 
\ DISPENSE A 
=N. JUSTICE? X 


jr SHE IS A \ 
NOBLE LADV AND 
DOES NOT DESERVE 
TO BE 

V KICKED. X 


"AS ALL THE COURTIERS PRAISED DRAUPADK HUDHISHTHIRA 
ENRAGED WtTH KEECHAKA, ADDRESSED HER - I- 


0 SAlRANDHRI, > 

RETURN TO THE QUEEN’S 
APARTMENT. HOU ARE 
INTERRUPTING THE 
GAME OF DICE. THE 
GANDHARVAS WILL 
. LOOK AFTER <AOU. / 


Jr M AV ALL MU X 

tormentors be killed\ 

BV THE KIND GANDHARVAS 
WHOSE ELDER 
BROTHER iS ETEENALL4 , 

\ gambling. y| 


yr ah! I SHALL ^= 
APPROACH 8HEEMA HE 
IS THE ONLR ONE WHO 
CAN DO WHAT I 
X DESIRE. / 


WHAT AM 
I TO DO? 
WHERE SHOULD 
I GO? , 


"COVERED WITH DUST AND WITH HER 
HAIR LOOSEj DRAUPAD! WALKED AWAV 
TO SUDESHNA’S apartment. 


THEN 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



THEN AGAIN THE XjT 
'/^WICKED OAHADRATHA 
' INSULTED ME IN THE FOREST. > 
AND NOW THE WRETCHED KEECHAKA 
HAS INSULTED ME- 0NL4 I COULD 
BE EXPECTED TO LIVE THROUGH 
L SUCH DISGRACE. IT IS ALL THE 
Jk FAULT OF THE DESPERATE > 
XjSAMBLER^UDHlSHTHIRJL^B 


/with qUDHISHTHIRA FORA 
'HUSBAND, 1 WILL NEVER BE 
FREE FROM GRIEF-THE 
INSULT HEAPED ON ME AT 
THE COURT OF THE KURUS 
AFTER THE GAME OF DICE 
L STILL RANKLES IN ME- 
\ WHO ELSE BUT DRAUPADI 
Awould LIVE TO SUFFER 
SUCH MISERY..- 


THUS fiWfiKENEP? BHEEMft ENQUIRED 


V WH4 ARE 
VOU SO AGITATED? 
I WILL DELIVER HOU 
FROM THE PERIL 
THAT 40 U J 

•hfc, FACE- JM 


'THAT NIGHT DRftUPftD! WENT TO 
BHEEMf). EJ]- 


f BHEEMA! HOW ^ 
Y CAN 40U SLEEP IN 
/ PEACE WHEN HOUR 
I WIFE HAS BEEN 
/ INSULTED BV THE 
> WICKED WRETCH? j 
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THE PANDAVAS AT VIRATA’S PALACE 



/ 0 DRAUPADI, SUBDUE It 
HOUR WRATH - AT THAT MOMENT 
WHEW ROU WERE KICKED BR 
KEECHAKA, 1 WANTED TO RAZE 
THIS KINGDOM TO THE 
L GROUND.BUT RUDHISWTHJRft y 
L FORBADE ME WITH A /S 
GLANCE. sty '! 


/ BUT EVEN I Tl( 
CANNOT ENDURE l"%X 
WHEN MR WEAK 
HUSBANDS SIT BACK 
AND WATCH ME BEING 
, KICKED BR A A 
IfaV SOOTA *. X ( 


n HERRING BHEEMfl'S WORDS, DR ft U PRO! 

said — — ~-r7= 


Y -- BUT KEECHAKA ~ 
IS DETERMINED TO 
VIOLATE ME, l WOULD 
RATHER SWALLOW 
POISON THAN 4IELD 
\TTI KEECHAKA / 


O BHEEMAj UNABLE TO ^ 
BEAR MR GRIEF ALONE,! SHED^ 
TEARS- I AM CENSURING 
RUDHISHTHIRA FOR I KNOW 
IT IS USELESS TO DWELL A 
W IN THE PAST- • • y/ 


<'DRAUPADI HID HER FACE W BHEEMA’S-SHOULDERMD WEPT WIPING^ HER TEARS, 8HEEMB 

took ft vow. | ---~ 

,'l|l|]| I WILL KILL THE \ % V ^ 

|f,1)7 WRETCHED KEECHAKA \ ' ' MSI?? HI E 


f' |and all his friends! 

■ arrange A MEETING with 
W’4 HIM TONIGHT AT THE 

mi dancing hall and 

l LEAVE THE REST / 

I i^B'"> f TO ME. 



& I Im 

I ■ 

■ ■ 


*A CASTE ENGAGED IN THE PROFESSION OF CHARIOTEERING. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



" THAT NIGHT SHEEN A WAITED IN THE 
DANCING HALL FOR KEECHAKA TO 
ARRIVE- I-irum—[III II I'III Hill 


'FINALLY WHEN KEECHAKA CAME 


r o beautiful ~ 

MAIDEN, 1 SHALL BESTOW 
ON ROU ALL THE 
WEALTH I HAVE 

accumulated, 


y HAVING LEFT ^ 
ALL MR WORK 
UNFINISHED,I HAVE 
HASTENED TO BE 
AT HOUR SIDE- 


/ ROU ABE SO \ 
GALLANT, MR lord! 
THERE IS NONE 
LIKE ROU IN THIS 
i WORLD- y 
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THE PANDAVAS AT VIRATA’S PALACE 



IN THE FIGHT THAT ENSUED,BHEEMA 

overpowered keechaka and killed 

HIM- AFTER FULFILLING HIS VOW,BHE£MA 
RETURNED TO THE KITCHEN AND 
CONTINUED HIS DUTIES. 


"DRfiUPBD< 3 IN THE MEANTIME, CELLED KEBCHRkE ’S GUBBDS 
END FOLLOWERS TO THE DFtNCiHG HELL END 
ADDRESSED THEM 


INDEED 
THIS IS THE 
WORK OF A 
SANDHARVA. 


/COME, qOU ™ 

'^SOOTAS, AND BEHOLD 
SOUR MASTER AS HE 
LIES HERE DEAD-THE 
EVIL ONE WHO 
VIOLATED OTHER 

people’s wives lies 

DEAD j St AIN B4 NH 
v GANDHARVA HUSBANDS 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




"■ • • AFTER CHANGING HIS ATTIRE , HE 
SECRETIN LET HIMSELF OUT OF THE PALACE 
AND PROCEEDED TOWARDS THE CRE Aft AVON GROUND. 


“ON THE WAV HE UPROOTED A MIGHTV 
TREE AND PLACED /TON HIS SHOULDER. 


KING VIRATA WAS TOLD OF THE 
PLANS. HE AGREED, KNOWING THE 
POWER OF THE SOOTAS- SO A 
PROCESSION WAS TAKEN OUT 
TOWARDS THE CREMATION GROUND. 
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THE PANDAVAS AT VIRATA’S PALACE 



'AT THE CREMATION GROUND bheema rushed towards the sooths 

WITH THE TREE TRUNK IN HIS HANDS■ I 


' SET THE 
SAlRANDHR) FREE 
SET HER 
V FREE. , 


Sr THE MIGHT4 
GANDHARVA HAS 
COME FILLED WITH 
PAGE. HE WILL KILL US. 
yEUH FOR VOuR 
''V LIVES. 


' ^OU NEED NOT FEAR TO 
AN4 MORE. RETURN TO THE 1 
ClT*y IN PEACE. I MRSELF )] 
WILL GO TO THE KITCHEN R 
\ BV ANOTHER ROUTE- yA' 




THE BOOTHS RAN HELTER-SKELTER., SCREAMW6 


OTTER SLAVING THE sooths, BHEEMA FREED DRAUPADl And consoled her. 


c v 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



" SfHRHNDHfft RETURNED TO THE C/T9- ON HEARING OF HER ARE I TAL > 
THE MfHDENS FROM THE DANCING HALL , ALONG WITH ARdUNA,CRME 
TO MEET HER. 


Ur IT IS GOOD THAT 
HOUR TORMENTOR HAS' 
BEEN KILLED AND YOU 
ARE SAFELY BACK 
\ WITH US- J 


'KING VIRATA AND SUDESHNA GOT TO KNOW OF QAIRANDHRl 'S 
ROLE IN THE KILLING OF KEECHAKft. I |T|jrf' 


P J^SAIRANDHRl! WI=nJ 
t ARE AFRAID OF THE 
WRATH OF HOUR 
GANDHARVA HUSBANDS 
ON OUR KINGDOM. YOU 
MAY NOW LEAVE US AND 
\ GO WHERE YOU / 
PLEASE- ^1 


PLEASE WAIT FOR THIRTEEN 
MORE DAYS- BY THEN THE 
GANDHARVAS will not ONLY 
HAVE ACCOMPLISHED THEIR 
TASK, BUT WILL ALSO REPAY 


THUS ENDS THE TINENTV- FIFTH SESSION 
OF OUR RENDERING OF l/AfSHAMPAVANftS 
RECITAL OF V VASA'S IMMORTAL 
ITIHA5A, THE MAHABRARATG 
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PT1 


PANIC IN THE KAURAVACAMP 


Mahabfarafa - 26 

RANK IN THE KAURAVA CAMP 





789 












































































































































AMARCHITRA KATHA 




“A THOUGHTFUL DURWDHHNB THEN SPD&ESSED MS 
COUETfERS- 


THE THIRTEENTH YEAE IS 
COWING TO AN END AND IF 
THE SONG OF PANDU EE WAIN 
UNDISCOVERED THEY WILL 
HAVE FULFILLED THEIR 
PLEDGE - THE AWGRY PAMDflVflS 
WILL THEN UNDOUBTEDLY 
BECOME A SOURCE OF 
UNHAPPINESS FOR THE 



w SO TRY AND FIND 
THEM AT THE EARLIEST SO 
THAT THEY WILL HAVE TO 
SUPPRESS THEIR ANGER 
AND GO INTO EXILE FOR 
ANOTHER TWELVE YEARS' 
THIS WILL REMOVE AIL 
CONFLICTS AND PROBLEMS 
FROM MY KINGDOM FOR 
V A LONG TIME- xJ 
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PANIC IN THE KAURAVACAMP 



THE** MAS HAVE PERISHED, 
OR THE 1 / HAVE POSSIBLE 
BEEN DEVOURED BH SOME 
WILD BEASTS- O NINGj 
DISPEL ALL ANXIETV FROM 
HOUR HEART AND 
CONDUCT VOURSELF AS 
USUAL. 


PERSONS LIKE THE PANDAVAS CAN 
NEITHER PERISH NOR MEET WITH 
FAILURE AS THE*/ HONOUR AND OBEV 
4UDH1SHTHIRA. I SUGGEST A SEARCH 
SHOULD BE INSTITUTED FOR THEM 
BH MEN WHO CAN RECOGNISE 
THEM- 


r 






* DRONACHARSAfS BROTHER-IN-LAW 
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/ KEECHAKA AND HIS "Nr 

BROTHERS HAVE BEEN SLAlN. I N 

Believe this is the work of none 

OTHER THAN BHEEMA, AND 
SAIRANDHRI , | BELIEVE, IS DRAUPAM 
WE SHOULD NOW LEAD AN 

l expedition to matsva and loon 
\for the pandavas there. >/ 


RING SUSHflRMP) OF TRIGPtRTft PROPOSED 


/ THE MffTSVA ARM 6 /, 

' LED 8<y KEECHAKA, HAS 
GIVEN ME TREMENDOUS 
TROUBLE IN THE PAST. 
HE HAS SEEN KILLED BY 
k SANDHARVAS now- 


AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


" MRNft WPS PLEASED WITH SUSHftRMfrS WORDS. 


THE OPPORTUNITY IS FAVOURABLE AND 
THERE IS THE PROMISE OF GAIN FOE 
US- LET US MARSHALL OUR FORCES AND 
PLUNDER "THE MATSVA KINSDOM- WE 
NEED HAVE NO FEAR OF THE PfiNDAVAS, 
FOR THE'/ ARE NOW WITHOUT WEALTH, 
ARMED STRENGTH AND POWER- 


792 


“BUT DURVOOmm WHS TROUBLED IN MIND ■ 


I SUGGEST THAT THE \ 
KAURAVAS SHOULD NOW 
INVADE THE 
PROSPEROUS MATS'/A 
KINGDOM FROM THE 
NORTH. WE SHALL 
PLUNDER ITS WEALTH 
AND CATTLE, / 

CONQUER IT AND Al 
DIVIDE IT AMONG Alft 
. OURSELVES. 


































































































































































PANIC IN THE KAURAVACAMP 



by' O KING. THE \ 

' SOLDIERS OF TRIGARTA > 
ARE LIFTING OUR CATTLE 
BH A HUNDRED AND 
THOUSAND HEAD. PLEASE 
. RESCUE THEM / 

IjiN. at once- 


"AGREEING TO THE PtDVlCE, DUGVODHNNfi 
INSTRUCTED DUHSHftSBHft- 


GET OUR FORCES 
IN ARRAV RIGHT 
NOW AND PREPARE 
TD MARCH TOWARDS 
THE fAATSVA 


THEN .O LORD, SUSH ARM A AND THE 
TRIGARTAS MARCHED TOWARDS 
THE MATS^A KINGDOM AND SEIZED 
THE CATTLE OF THE LAND- A DA H f - 

LATER THE KAURAvA ARMR ATTACKED 
THE NORTHERN END- 


La;_ 2 


meanwhile on keechAka’s death, 
KING VIRATA HAD BEGUN TO REGARD 
MJDHLSHTHIRA with great 
RESPECT AND HAD PINNED GREAT 
HOPES OH HIM. 




LET THE 
TRIGARTAS LED BV 
SUSHARMA PROCEED 
FIRST AND SEIZE 
KING VIRATA’S 
CATTLE. THE 
KAURAVA ARMU WILL, 
SET OUT ON THE 
FOLLOWING DAR. 


f 'SO ONE DfW WHEN KING VIRffTB'S COURT WES IN SESSION — 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



r 'K!N& VIRATA HASTILY GATHERED TOGETHER HIS BRAVE SOLDIERS AND 
PRINCES- AND, AS THE CHARIOTS WERE BEING SORED, VIRATA SAID 
TO HIS BROTHER SHATANEERA — r~ - 


X SHATANEEK.A, ! AM CONVINCED 

THAT KANKA, BALLRVAjTAMTIPALA AND 
GRANT H1KA CAN ALSO JOIN IN THE 
BATTLE. GIVE THEM CHARIOTS 
FURNISHED WITH BANNERS,COATS 
OF MAIL AND WEAPONS- 


WILL 


onnnr 
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PANIC IN THE KAURAVACAMP 



.M 


C, SOON DARKNESS FELL AND THE MOOA/ POSE, BUT THE FIGHT 
I CONTINUED- SUDDENLY THE T&/GARTAS GOT THE UPPER HAND. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



PiNO SOON 


"VfRATB WAS TAKEN CAPTIVE. 


«SEEING THE TURMOIL, WDH/SHTHlRA 
ADDRESSED BHEEMA - 


■‘there was panic in the ihatsha 
ARM AND THE SOLDIERS RAN 
HELTER- SKELTER. |-1-j- 


60 AND RESCUE \ 

KING VIRATA FROM 

-the enemas clutches. 

THIS LS A DEBT WE 
HAVE TO DISCHARGE 
SINCE WE HAVE TAKEN 
SHELTER IN HIS / 

. KINGDOM- A 


796 





























































PANIC IN THE KAURAVACAMP 



x 0 KING, AT 40UR COMMAND 
I SHALL LIBERATE KING VIRATA. 
BUT STAND BACK ALONG WITH 
OUR BROTHERS AND WATCH ME 
ACCOMPLISH THIS FEAT. I WILL 
UPROOT THAT MIGHT*/ TREE->AND 
USING IT AS A MACE, I WILL 
v ROUT the ENE N\Q. . 


"BEHOLDING THE FIERCE LOOK ON BHEENWG FACE, 




TAKE UP WEAPONS 
LIKE THE BOW AND 
ARROW, OR THE SWORD 
THAT ARE USED 84 ALL. 
THEN NAKliLft AND 
SAHADtvA WILL SHIELD 
THE WHEELS OF 40UR 
CHARIOT. GO TOGETHER., 
THE THREE OF VOU, 

and liberate king 

VIRATA- 



"INSPIRED BW THE ADVANCING PhNDPNft S, THE 
FLEEING MATSVfl BRNG RETURNED TO THE 


"EHEEMfi THEN STARTED SHOWERING 
ARROWS ON THE ENEMV. J" 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



",/iltD RTTftCKED TUB TRIGhRTftS. 
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PANIC IN THE KAURAVACAMP 




IF HOU HAVE f\W 
RESPECT FOR WE, 
LET HIM GO- HE IS 
ALREADY KING 
VIRATA? S SLAVE. 


f I WILL SPARE HIS 
LITE ON CONDITION THAT 
HE PUBLICLY DECLARES 
HIMSELF KING 
k VIRATA’S SLAVE- / 


'BUT <fUDHISH7tt/RR 
IN TERV&NED- 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 




/ WE AftEHAPPV THAT \ 
VOU APE FREE> O KING- ' 
ALL I WISH 18 £/OUR SAFE 
ENTR^ INTO <TOUR CAPITAL 
AND A HAPW REUNION / 
'V WITH <70UR FANULV- / 


■v <VQU HAVE RESCUED ME 

B>fgom the clutches of the 

W ENEMV VQM ARE NOW 
MASTERS OF MV KINGDOM 
V AND W4 WEALTH. KANKA^ . 

\ l WISH TO CROWN VOU M 
king- 


ff TURNMG TO SU3HBRMPL, WJDHtSHTHlRf) 


"OVB&WHELMEP WITH SUSHRRMR PBtD HIS 

RESPECT TO VIRBTB RND PROCEED BP TO HIS OWN 








K KING VIRATA THEN ADDRESSED THE PHUDRVAS- 


BUT, O MONARCH, WHILE VIRATA WAS BUS*/ RECOVERING 
HIS COWS PROM THE TRIGARTAS, DURUOOH AN A AUO HIS 
COUNSELLORS INVADED THE WATS*/A KINGDOM FROM 
THE NORTHERN FRONT AND SIXT*/ THOUSAND HEAD OF 
CATTLE WERE LEO AWR*/- 
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PANIC IN THE KAURAVACAMP 



‘'HEARING THIS, B&IHWNALf) SUPPED OUT 
QU/ETIH AND WENT TO PRAUPfiDf. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



BMHRNNF)U ? fiND UTTRRF) SET OUT RMDST f) LOT OF REJOICING- 


- DEFEAT THE 
KAURAVAS ANP BRING 
BACK THEIR FINE AND 
COLOURFUL CLOTHES 
v FOR OUR DOLLS. „ 


SOON 


0 PRINCE, I HEAR^ 
HOU ARE LOOKING FORA 
CHARIOTEER. I KNOW 
BRIHANNALA GUIDED 
k ARd UNA'S STEEDS 
\VER9 C A PA BIH. y 


" BRIHBNNRLR AGREED TO 
UTTftRflB'S REQUEST END 
TRIED TO PUT ON THE RRNOUR 

BUT - |i-ij-if®- 


NO, NOT THAT 
WAtV. LET ME SHOW 
^ VOU HOW- 


/ HE WILL SUREL4 
OBEV THE COMMANDS 
OF 90UR S)STER,UTTARAA 
AND IF HE AGREES, 

} HOU WILL SUREL4 
V. RETURN SUCCESSFUL 
\ FROM THE BATTLE - 


DRAUPADI! QUICK,GO Tj 
TELL UTTARA THAT 
BRIHANNALA, AROUNA’S 
ABLE CHARIOTEER WILL 
GUIDE HIS STEEDS J 
v IN BATTLE. yf i 
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PANIC IN THE KAURAVACAMP 



BUT AS THEW NEARED THE KAURAMA TROOPS 


5 PROCEED TO 

6 WHERE THE 
KAURAVAS HAVE 
ASSEMBLED I WILL 
RESCUE THE CATTLE 
, AHD RETURN TO 

I THE CITV WITH 
F\ THEM. 


LET US TURN BACK. \ 

I DARE NOT FI6HT THESE 
HEROIC WARRIORS. AT 
THE SIGHT OF THE GREAT 
kAURAVAS MV HAIR IS 
STANDING ON END AND , 
I AM FEELING FAINT- / 


rf AND THE WEEK AND FOOLISH UTTARA 
BEGAN TO BEWAIL HIS FATE. 


IT WAS AT <VOUR \ 

COMMAND THAT I CAME ' 
HERE• IF WE RETURN 
NOW WITHOUT 
RETRIEVING THE COWS. 
BRAVE MEN WILL 
RIDICULE <VOU AND 
WOMEN WILL LAUGH L 
AT VOU- ^ 


/ MV FATHER HAS GONE N 
TO FIGHT THE TRIGARTAS, 
LEAVING ME ALONE WITHOUT 
AN ARMV- I AM A MERE BOV- 
HOW AM I EXPECTED TO 
ENCOUNTER THESE MI6HTV 
WARRIORS? O BRIHANNAlA, 
V. LET US TURN BACK- Vj 



mil 

V-' 

§« 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



I CANNOT RETURN TO 
THE OT*V WITHOUT THE 
CATTLE.AFTER ALL THE 
PRAISES THAT 
SAIRANDHRI HAS SUNG 
ON NW BEHALF, HOW 
CAN I REFRAIN FROM 
FIGHTING? 



“SWING THIS, UTTAR ft FLUNG HIS 80VV AND HR ROW 
AND LEAPT OFF HIS CHft RIOT- 



BRIHANNALA FOLLOWED HIM 


' RETURN,O PRINCE- 
THIS IS NOT HOW A BRAVE 
KSHATRI4A SHOULD 
BEHAVE-EVEN DEATH IN 
BATTLE IS BETTER 
\ THAN FLIGHT OUT OF / 
FEAR. 



IF ROU DO NOT WISH TO FIGHT, \ 
COME, HOLD THE REINS OF THE 
HORSES, WHILE I FIGHT THE 
ENENIV- FEAR NOT- I WILL 
FIGHT THE KAURAVAS 
AND RECOVER ALL THE 
CATTLE. 


Jl 


ftND SO THEH PROCEEDED TOWARDS THE 
SHftM! TREE IN WHICH THE PANDAVA S HAD 
HIDDEN THEIR WEAPONS- 


804 
































































PANIC IN THE KAURAVACAMP 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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PANIC IN THE KAURAVACAMP 





f THE THIRTEENTH 
4EAR ENDED FIVE 
MONTHS AND TWELVE DA4S 
AGO* IT IS FOR SOU NOW, 
0 PURSODHANA,TO 
MAKE PEACE OR WAR 
ON ARdLINA, WHOSE 
V ARRIVAL IS IMMINENT. 


-7- 1 IT IS AROUNA* THE \ 

/ PANDAVAS HAVE FAILED ' 
TO KEEP THEIR PLEDGE. 
THE*/ WILL HAVE TO GO BACK 
TO THE FOREST FOR > 
V ANOTHER TWELVE / 

’ Iw SEARS- 


l< BUT 0HEESHMA INTERVENED 


"HERRING THlS^DURHODHANA EXCLAIMED 
GLEEFULLV— 1 'v 


'// 


w 


* ACCORDING TO THE LUNAR CALENDAR. EVEN ACCORDING TO THE SOLAR CALENDAR THE THIRTEENTH 


VEAft HAD ENDED SIX DAVS EARLIER- 


807 


<’REPLACING HIS BROTHERS 3 WEAPONS, 
ARJUNA TOOK UP HtS OWN• 


“AND AG THE*/ PROVE ft HERD TOWARDS THE KAURAVA ARM*/, 
ARUUNA BLEW Hie CONCH SHEi-L, DEVADATTA- 


" THEN HE TOOK OFF HIS BRACELETS AND WORE A PAIR 
OF GOLD GLOVES• TH/NG BACK HIS LOCKS WITH A 
PIECE. OF WHITE CLOTH, HE GOT ON TO THE CHARIOT- 


K MOUNTING THE CHARIOT, UTTAR A SAID - 


I AM REASSURED NOW- I WILL BE 
‘/OUR CHARIOTEER. COMMAND ME 
AND I WILL DRIVE UOU WHEREVER 
40U WISH GIVE ME SOUR 







































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



LET HALF THE ARW 
60 WITH UOU AND THE ^ 
CATTLE TOWARDS 
HASTINAPURA. (A*/SELF, DROMA, 
KARNAj, ashwatthama 
AND KRIPA WILL FIGHT A 
AROUNA • K 


BUT I WILL NOT 
GIVE BACK TO THE 
PANDAMAS THEIR 
KINGDOM SO LET 
l US PREPARE FOR 

war! 




'from me chariot^ arounr Surveyed the 

KAURAVft FORCES. 1 - 7 777 


/ /'IDURWODHANA 

X / IS NOT TO BE SEEN \ 
7/ ANYWHERE-) SUSPECT 
A HE IS TRUING TO ESCAPE 
JO BV A SOUTHERN ROUTE. 
PRIMING THE CATTLE 
WITH HIM-LET US y 
74J|| PURSUE HIM- ^/// 


- M£ AROUNA FILLER THE AIR WITH 
COUNTLESS ARROWS- 1 MIT? 


rt UTTARA VEEREP THE CHARIOT ROUND TO 
CHASE PURUODHANA • • • 
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PANIC IN THE KAURAVACAMP 




ARJUNA TROUNCEP KARNA AWP WROUGHT HAVOC ON THE KAURAVA ARM- 


"ANP THE CATTLE BROKE LOOSE AND PAN HELTER- 




WARRIORS 


“MEANWHILE., KARNA AND THE OTHER 
INTERCEPTED ARJUNA ■ - 


l 'ARJUNA PROVE THE CATTLE TOWARDS 
IYIATSRA AND THEN TOOK THE DIRECTION OP 
PURWDHANA ■ 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




«he also repulsed tub attacks of kripa,prona, »sHwmTHAm,BHEESnm anp the 

OTHERS THE ONES DEFEATED TOOK TO FLIGHT. (“ 


HAVING VANQUISHED.the kauravas, 
ARdUNA ROUNDED UP THE CATTLE-THEN, 
RETURNING TO THE CREMATION GROUND;, 
HE PUT AWAY THE WEAPONS- AFTER 
THIS,0 MONARCH THE MIGHTS ARJUNA 
REVERTED ONCE AGAIN TO THE ROLE OF 
BRIHANNALA AND GUIDED THE CHARIOT 
BACK TOWARDS THE MATSYA KINGDOM- 


J 


"ARJUNA THEN USEP THE SAMMOHANA * 
WEAPON AND THE REMAINING AR/M FELL 


er LATER, UTTARA TOOK WITH HIM THE 
CLOTHES OF THE UNCONSCIOUS 


SOLDIERS. 


UNCONSCIOUS. 


* WEAPON THAT HYPNOTISES 


810 










































































PANIC IN THE KAURAVACAMP 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



' OH.M4 BRAVE 
SON• HE HAS 
DEFEATED THE 
_ KAURAVAS. . 


r WITH T 

BRIHANNALA AS 
HIS CHARIOTEER, 
UTTARA WAS SURE 
V TO SUCCEED • A 


a WHILE THE GAME WAS UNDER WAH — 


“ THEN VIRATA RETURNED TO H/S CHAMBER. 


0 MONARCH, 
GAMBLING IS 
FRAUGHT WITH 
MANV EVILS AND 
I AM AVERSE TO 
THE GAME.BUT 
JF <VOU INSIST-. 


/ SAIRANDHRI, ^ 
FETCH THE DICE. 
COME,KANKA, 
LET US 

^ BEGIN- A 


JF HOW DARE wou! ROU 
WRETCH OFA BRAHMAN A, 
HOW DARE ROU COMPARE 
MR SON WITH A EUNUCH ? 
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PANIC IN THE KAURAVACAMP 



I AM ANXIOUS 
TO SEE BOTH OF 
THEM- SEND 
s. THEM IN- > 


THE PRINCE 
HAS RETURNED 
WITH 

. BRIHANNBLft- 


" DRBuPMD! IMMEDWTELV CAME 


r ' BP>CR IN THE CHPtMQER 


f s ' MAKE SURE < 
'that BR1HANNALA ' 
DOES NOT ENTER 
THE CHAMBER RIGHT 
^IQW-UTTARA MUSTj 
■ enter IT ALONE,! 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




7 BUT I DID NOT \ 
FIGHT THE KAURAVAS, 
NOR DID ) RECOVER 
^ THE CATTLE ■ / 


r TOU ARETRUL4 
NH SON * THERE IS ^ 
NONE EQUAL TO 
TOU- TELL US HOW WU 
DEFEATED THE 
tAUGHT^ KAURAVA A 
^^WARRIORS-jf^fl 


HE DESERVED 
IT- HE SANG THE 
PRAISES OF THAT 
EUNUCH WHILE I 
WAS TAIKINS 
v ABOUT ROU . 


WRONG TO HURT 
A BRAHMANA. WE 
MUST SEEK HIS 
forgiveness 


"AFTER WPMSHTH/RA STOPPED 8LEEDIN6 
in h/s nose — rann■ i _i| 


ONCE AGAIN WRATA EULOGIZED MIS SON'S VICTOR'S- 
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PANIC IN THE KAURAVACAMP 



HE HAS DISAPPEARED 
BUT I THINK IN A DM 
OR TWO HE WILL 
V SHOW HIMSELF. / 


KANKA t HOW 
DARE ROU OCCUPY 
THE R04AL SEAT 
MEANT FOR 
^ KINGS! _ 


' WHERE IS THIS N 
CELESTIAL HERO HOU 
SPEAK OF? I AM 
ANXIOUS TO SEE HIM 
AND WORSHIP y 
HIM. _<C- 


" TWO PARS LATER, WHEN KING VIRATA ENTERED THE COURT. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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PANIC IN THE KAURAVACAMP 



BUT BRJUNB SB/D 


' turning to rudh/shthirb, v/rbtb 

SBID - l-;-7- 


/ OWNS, AS \ 
UTTARAft’S TEACHER 
I LOOKED UPON HER 
AS A DAUGHTER-1 WILL 
ACCEPT HER AS ONE ■ 

X LET HER MARRL ML 
A SON ABHIMANLU- j/ 


'i AM HA PPL THAT 
LOU HAVE COME 
THROUGH ALL THE 
ssV. DIFFICULTIES. 
W® l OFFER LOU ALL 
/pf\ l HAVE AND 

BESEECH ARJUHA 
TO MARRL ML 
■^U DAUGHTER 
H UTTARAA. 


UTTAR /I SAID 


/ FATHER! HE \ 
IS THE SON OF THE ^ 
DEITL* WHO DEFEATED 
THE KAURAVAS AND 
RETRIEVED THE y 
V CATTLE- y 


THE TIME HAS 
COME FOR ME TO \ 

PROPITIATE THE PANDJNAS 
IF LOU THINK IT RIGHT, 

1 SHALL OFFER UTTARAA J 
IN MARRIAGE TO ^ 

\ kARjuna- 


SOON 


* ARJUNA WAS OBTAINED BL KUNTI THROUGH THE BLESSING OF INDRA- 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 


ri THE PANDAVAQ THEN TOOK UP WEIR ABODE IN WE A4AT&9A TOWN OFLtPRPLAWA. A&H/MANW 
WAS SENT FOR- AND ON THE DA<* OP WE WEDDING* GUESTS POURED IN FROM ALL DIRECTIONS- 
THE KING OF KASHI* THE MIGHT# DRUPADA* THE INVINCIBLE DHR/SHTAD#i/MNA AND SEVERAL 
BRAHMBNAS CAME* KRISHNA ALSO CAMS WITH A HUGE RETINUE TO GIVE HIS BLESSINGS TO THE 
COUPLE ■ AND ARUUNB ACCEPTED UTTARAA AS HIS DAUGHTER-IN- LAW IN THE PRESENCE OF 
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